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“The Great Sedro-Woolley Bank Robbery of 1914”
Presented by Rustan Robertson

Thursday, February 12, 2015, 7:30 p.m.
Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room • 121 Prospect St. • Free

Rustan Robertson, who grew up in Sedro-Woolley, began researching the 1914 robbery for a high 
school project and recently authored “The Wages of  Sin: The True Story & Photos of  the Great 
Sedro-Woolley Bank Robbery of  1914,” published by the Sedro-Woolley Museum. 

One of  the highlights of  the box are the almost 
100 photographs of  the crime and chase 
scenes, the officers and citizens involved, and 
two of  the robbers in an undertaker’s parlor in 
Bellingham. These were copied from glass plate 
slides donated to the S-W Museum.

The crime occurred Oct. 17, 1914, in Skagit 
County, but the deadly chase reached into 
Whatcom County and lower British Columbia.

The bandits’ identities were never confirmed, 
but it’s believed they were part of  a gang that 
committed multiple robberies in Washington 
and Canada. They spoke a foreign language, 
possibly Russian.  

Several sightings of  the bandits were made in 
Ferndale and Blaine before the fiery ending of  
the story.  About half  of  the $11,649 stolen 
was never recovered.  The coins would be 
worth about $400,000 today, said Robertson.

Robertson now lives in Anacortes.  The book 
will be available for sale at the program, as well 
as at: www.1914bankrobbery.com.
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2014-15 PROGRAM SEASON
All programs are held on the second Thursday of  the 
months listed below at the Whatcom Museum Rotunda 
Room at 7:30 p.m. Free and open to all.
February 12, 2015: The Great Sedro-Woolley Bank 
Robbery of  1914 by Rustan Robertson
March 12, 2015: Ella Higginson, Bellingham Poet Lau-
reate, by Laura Laffrado
April 9, 2015: The fascinating historic research behind 
the recent painting of  Captain Vancouver’s vessels the 
HMS Discovery and Chatham, by well-known local mari-
time artist Steve Mayo.
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Thank you to these new and renewing newsletter subscribers:
Roger Dollarhide, Georgia Heald, Don Klatt, Elizabeth Sipes

Thank you to new and renewing members:
Individual level: Janet Boom, Jim Doidge, Ron and Edradine Hovde, Jack E. Peter

Special thanks to Courthouse donors: 
Annual Benefactors ($100 each): Robert Garbe, Donna Pattinson

Additional donations:  Women Sharing Hope ($175)

LOCAL HISTORY NEWS & NOTES

Whatcom County Historical Society Membership 2014-2015 Season
Clip or copy and mail with payment to WCHS Membership,1308 E St, Bellingham, WA 98225

                              ❑ NEW ❑ RENEW ❑ I would like to volunteer, please contact me

❑ $15 One year newsletter subscription
❑ $25 Individual membership or non-profit organization, newsletter + one copy Journal + 10% member discount
❑ $50 Sustaining member or business member, (same benefits as above)
❑ $100 Supporting member (same plus choice of historic photographic print from Whatcom Museum, call 393-6782)
❑ $250 Patron member (same as all above, plus special future recognition)   Date paid______________

❑ Additional donation $_____ ____ In memory of _____________________________________________________________
❑ Additional donation $_________ for preservation of Territorial County Courthouse on E Street in Bellingham

Name: ___________________________________________________  ❑ Check and leave blank if same as mail label
Business/Organization name: ________________________________________________________
Street/Box _______________________________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State___________ Zip ___________________
Telephone ________________________________ E-mail _________________________________

❑ Please send me information on _____________________________  and/or ❑ Preserving the old E. Street Courthouse
Expiration date on newsletter mailing label may not be updated until second issue after payment.

The Whatcom County Historical Society is a registered 501(c)3 organization. Your membership is tax-deductible, except for value of gift items. 
Please call (360) 393-6782 for information about your membership and benefits.

Member Benefit: All members will receive the WCHS newsletter starting at the $15 level

Members of  the WCHS board elected officers at 
their January meeting.  Carole Teshima was elected 
the first woman president of  the Society.  Wes Gan-
naway will serve as Vice-President.  Kim Thorna-
dtsson and Gretchen Anderson will share secretary 
duties, and Janene Akers will continue as Treasurer.

The installation of  the ADA lift at the Territorial 
County Courthouse is proceeding.  We thank all of  
our donors, especially the annual $100 benefactors 
for renewing their pledges to support the opera-
tions and maintenance of  the building, as well as 
Whatcom County, who awarded yet another $8000 
grant toward the installation of  the lift.

In anticipation of  finally achieving the full opera-
tional use of  the building, we are seeking potential 
renters for one time or regular use of  the building 
for meetings, recitals, etc.  It is ready to go with 
a kitchen sink and counter for preparing snacks, 
microwave, coffee maker, refrigerator, tables and 
chairs.  If  you or anyone you know may be inter-
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PUT YOUR NAME OR TRIBUTE ON AN ENGRAVED BRICK TO BE INSTALLED AT 
THE RESTORED HISTORIC 1858 T.G. RICHARDS BUILDING, 

AKA THE WHATCOM COUNTY TERRITORIAL COURTHOUSE

Just a few bricks remain to be engraved.  Your donation of  $50 per brick will help complete the 
installation of  the long-awaited ADA lift at the back of  the building.  Use this form to spell out your 
message and mail with a check for $50 to: WCHS, 1308 E St, Bellingham, WA  98225      Thank you!

Line one (limit of  18 letters, including spaces and punctuation, per line):
 ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

Line two:
 ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ ____ 

 Your name and phone number: ____________________________________________________

ested, please email: whatcomhistory@gmail.com.

The Society has also inherited three collections of  
historical research materials and is beginning to 
set up a research area that will be open to mem-
bers and the public, hopefully in the next year.  We 
especially need the donation of  four-drawer file 
cabinets.  If  you would like to help organize this 
project, please contact Carole at 393-6782.  We 
welcome any assistance.  

The Education and Exhibits Committee is also 
getting off  to a great start planning the future of  
historical exhibits in the building and other educa-
tional activities relating to it.  

Last, but not least, we’d like to thank Eagle Scout 
candidate Garrett Walker for the beautiful fence 
he built with the help of  his family in freezing 
weather, to hide and keep the plastics recycling de-
bris out of  the side yard of  the 1858 building  He 
is completing his badgework with the installation 
of  a side gate at the front of  the building.

Posters from Hollywood’s Golden Age, this 
second floor hallway show features a dozen historic 
images of  movie theaters in downtown Bellingham, 
including the Bell Show, the Star, the Liberty, the 
Dream, the American, the Avalon and the People’s. 
Photographs are stunning black and white, just like 
early motion pictures.  Whatcom Museum’s Light-
catcher Building.  Curated by Jeff  Jewell.

Tour the Pickett House, the oldest wooden build-
ing on its own foundation in Washington. Built by 
Captain George E. Pickett in 1856 at what is now 
910 Bancroft St, it served as Pickett’s residence until 
he left Bellingham in 1861 to serve as Confederate 
General in the Civil War.  The house was deeded to 

the Washington State Historical Society in 1936 
and later placed on the National Register of  His-
torical Places. To further preserve the structure, 
the Pickett house was designated as a museum in 
1941, and in 1956, it became home to the Daugh-
ters of  Pioneers. The Pickett house still serves 
both of  these activities today.  It is open for tours 
the second Sunday of  every month from 1:00 - 
4:00 pm.  The next tour date is February 8.  
The Pickett House is a short two blocks from the 
Territorial County Courthouse at 1308 E St (off  
Holly St.)  
The Courthouse will also be open for tours the 
same times and days as the Pickett House.  
Donations are welcome at both.


