
  HISTORY NEWS
Volume 21 Issue 2               Whatcom County Historical Society                           November 2015                   

The 100th Anniversary of the
Bellingham Music Club
Thursday, November12, 2015, 7:30 p.m.

Whatcom Museum Rotunda Room • 121 Prospect St. • Free

Bellingham Music Club: Sharing Music for 100 Years

The Bellingham Music Club’s 2015-2016 season marks its 100th year of nourishing musical and cultural life of 
Bellingham and the Northwest. The largest music club in Washington, the BMC also ranks among the oldest of 
its kind in the nation.

The Bellingham Women’s Music Club was born on February 22, 1916, at Lairmont Manor, the stately 
residence of Mrs. C.X. Larrabee. The new club soon became the heart of Bellingham’s musical life. Members 
would audition for the privilege of performing for invited audiences, while bestowing occasional awards on 
exceptional student musicians at Western Normal School. Eventually though the parlor piano proved no match 
for the movie palaces, radios, record-players and TV of a media-happy culture, and performances had to be 
outsourced. The Club was founded on the belief that making live music together nourishes the soul, uniting 
family, friends, and community. Over the years, that belief has driven the metamorphosis from an exclusive 
sorority of musically gifted socialites into a wide-open organization, welcoming all who cherish dedication to 
serious music by local artists – especially our youth – and recognize it with performance opportunities, student 
awards and artist honorariums. 

In addition to BMC history 
milestones, the November 12 
talk will present an overview 
of the BMC philanthropic 
endeavors and current 
Centennial Season.

Presenters will include BMC 
President, Kristin Van Schelt, 
and Program Chair, Isabelle 
Cormier. Both moved to the 
NW 20 years ago and support 
everything musical.  

Mrs. Francis Larabee is 
seated second from left.
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2015 WCHS BOARD
 
    President/Books: Carole Teshima,  393-6782
    V-P/programs/newsletter: Wes Gannaway,                        
     384-4209, debnwes@comcast.net 
    Co-Secretaries: Kim Thornadtsson, Gretchen  
 Anderson
    Treasurer: Janene Aker
    At-large: Donna Pattinson, Al Currier, Susan  
 Kingman, Janet Oakley, Edradine Hovde  

    Territorial County Courthouse info: 
     Wes Gannaway, 384-4209; debnwes@comcast.net
   
   Territorial Courthouse Committee :  
   Wes Gannaway,  Janet Oakley, Donna Pattinson,
             Susan Kingman
    
    Hospitality:  Jere Edwards

    WCHS Journal:  Lance Lindell, editor
 lance.lindell@gmail.com 
 Kim Cunningham, graphic designer

All programs are held on the second Thursday of  the 
months listed below at the Whatcom Museum Ro-
tunda Room at 7:30 p.m. Free and open to all.
November 12, 2015: The 100th anniversary of  the 
Bellingham Music Club will be celebrated.
 December 10, 2015: Annual History Holiday, open 
mike sharing, annual membership meeting and festivi-
ties.
January 14,  2016  Don Tjossem will present his new 
book “Mountain Climbing in Washington State”. 
February 11, 2016: Mike Imperio will give a presenta-
tion of  his new book on the Mt. Baker Lodge.
March 10, 2016:  Deb Morgan will present a program 
on the history of  the Sumas Rodeo.
April 14, 2016: TBD
Please note: some dates were incorrect in the last 
newsletter.  The above dates have been corrected.
For more information on the WCHS, rentals, events, 
etc. visit the website: www.whatcomhistory.net or 
email: whatcomhistory@gmail.com



Thank you to these members for renewing or joining:
Alfred Arkley (Sustaining), Marvin Benson, Susan Fahey, Michelle Fisher, Georgia Heald, Thomas Jones, 
Susan Kingman, Milt Krieger, Fred Lund, Steve Paus, Jack Peter, Donna Pollman, Fred & Kay Sutcliff, 

James Syck, David Tucker, Gordon Tweit (Sustaining)

Special Thanks to new Courthouse Benefactor Laura Laffrado and donor Janet Boom

LOCAL HISTORY NEWS & NOTES
1858 Brick Building Open for Tours

Members of  the WCHS lead tours at an open 
house in the 1858 brick building at 1308 E Street 
every second Sunday from 1 - 4 PM. Please come 
and see the restoration and listen to the history 
of  the oldest brick building in Washington State.  
Photos and displays show the history of  the 
building and the early settlements on Belligham 
Bay. Walk on the same floor that early pioneers, 
gold seekers, and Captain Pickett and his troops 
walked on. Donations go toward building upkeep.

Rent the 1858 Brick Building 

The WCHS is pleased to offer a unique historic 
venue for your special event in the oldest brick 
building in Washington State.  Hourly rental in-
formation and policies are available on the WCHS 
website: whatcomhistory.net.  Rental packets will 
also be available at programs and at the building.  
The Board is reviewing monthly rental policies 
for those who may wish to rent more frequently 
for classes, etc.   The building is still not ADA ac-
cessible, but hopefully will be soon.

A Special Thank You to the 
Bellingham Storytellers Guild and 
Ellen Clark for a Very Fun Event!

The house was packed for Ghost Stories on 
Bellingham Bay Oct. 24 at the old brick building.  
It was a fun evening that promised to become an 
annual event!  Many thanks to Doug Banner and 
the rest of  the Storytellers Guild for their great 
performances and special thanks to the very tal-
ented Ellen Clark, who designed and donated the 
amazing illustration that will be used many times 
over!  It’s even more impressive in color.

WCHS Now Accepts Debit/Credit
WCHS now accepts debit and credit cards for 
memberships, books, and donations.  You can use 
your card conveniently at programs or on-line at 
www.whatcomhistory.net.

2015 Journal and Open Mike
If  you would like to sign up early for December’s 
open mike, email debnwes@comcast.net. Watch 
next month’s newsletter for Journal preview!

Election of  Board Members

Each year, the membership of  the Whatcom 
County Historical Society elect members to the 
governing board at their December member-
ship meeting immediately preceeding the Annual 
History Holiday.  This year, the following board 
members are up for reelection to a two-year term 
of  office: Janene Akers, Gretchen Anderson, 
Donna Pattinson, and Kim Thornadtsson. Nomi-
nations from the floor are accepted. 


